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Fiction and pretence follow truth as its shadows ;
the Church is at all times in the midst of corruption,
because she is in the midst of the world, and is framed
out of human hearts; and as the elect are fewer than
the reprobate, and hard to find amid the chaff, so
false miracles at once exceed and conceal and pre-
judice those which are genuine. Nor would the dif-
ficulty be, overcome, even if we took on ourselves to
reject all the Ecclesiastical Miracles altogether; for
the fictions which startle us must in fairness be viewed
as connected, not only with the Church and her more
authentic histories, but with Christianity, as such.
Superstition is a corruption of Christianity, not merely
of the Church ; and if it discredits the divine origin
of the Church, it discredits the divine origin of Chris-
tianity also. Those who talk even most loudly ,of the
corruptions of the fourth and fifth centuries, seem,
when closely questioned, still to admit that Christianity
was not extinct, but overlaid by corruptions. If, then,
the Church herself, and her miracles in toto, are to be
included in that corruption, then of course the cor-
ruption was only deeper and broader, than if she is to
be accounted as in herself a portion of Apostolic
Christianity; and if such greater corruption does
-jnot compromise the divinity of Christianity, so tjie
lesser surely does not compromise the real power
and gifts of the Church. On both sides fanaticism,
impostur^, and superstition are admitted as existing